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Shattered Truth

The extravagant, dangerous and risk-filled adventure of Christianity—of passionately running after Jesus—has been greatly watered-down by culture, transformed from a glistening sword to a metal block of boredom. Acts details a time of ferociousness in Christians—a time when Christians sent the world into a tumbling whirlwind. Where has such vigor run off to; the enthusiasm that was once held after Christ has dissolved into a mere icon of love, peace, humility and—sadly—a life of dullness and absent pleasures. Such exhilaration seems to have been washed away, eroded by the numbing effects of our society, turned into a tasteless mush. To many—and, unfortunately, most—Jesus’ words are held as symbolic and charming, yet no more than guidelines for Christian monks, when in reality his words and actions should be the soldiers’ handbook in the spiritual war we constantly wage all around us. Christians are viewed as ‘nice’ people; but Peter, Paul, James and John—as well as the other apostles—were everything but ‘nice’! These men were radical and wild-eyed maniacs for Jesus, causing the world to shudder in worry and discomfort. But this pure wildness of Christianity has been almost completely lost, doomed to history. It has nearly been replaced with the boring, sing-a-few-hymns, pray-three-times-a-day and love-your-neighbor-as-yourself tea party! The excitement found in Acts and the early years of Christianity must be returned! We Christians must once again feel the intense dangers of following Jesus, the thrill of stepping past our borders, the wonder and amazement at God’s wondrous hand in our lives. We are viewed as ‘nice people who obey a big set of endless rules and lead boring lives’. But our faith must be transformed into an eager fellowship with Jesus, where we are scared of everything—but trusting in Jesus to help us through. We must not be ‘nice’ anymore, but refusing to deny the truth and its embodiment in Jesus Christ. The world should see us as ‘radical soldiers of Christ, fearless and courageous, standing down to no one and nothing but God Almighty’. The Christian faith must be rejuvenated! We have to become the rebels of this world, not the ‘peace-keepers’. No more can we be afraid of terror, or reputations, and we must be excited to work for Jesus—and smirk right into Satan’s face. Our excitement must explode—Jesus should no longer be the cheery-eyed, giddy-laugh and rosy-faced momma’s-boy, but the eagle-like, bellowing warrior who swept against authorities and brought truth into the light: the greatest rebel to ever walk the face of the planet.

Are you ready to replenish that rigorous faith you felt as a newborn Christian? Are you ready to take on the world? Ready to stand down to nothing, ready to speak up even when the world frowns upon it, ready to break the rules—are you ready to do everything in the will of God and not settle for the lies and deceits of this world? If you want to resort to the ‘simple’ life of going to church and believing the lie that going to church will keep you saved, don’t read on. If you don’t want to really live for Jesus—if you want him to be second- or third-best in your life—don’t read on. If you want to keep Jesus for no more than to fit in with peers, keep hands down in the family, or for your entertainment and nothing else, don’t read on. Real Christianity isn’t for those who are weak and conformed, but for those who are willing to be Christ-like and revolutionary, to face difficulties and struggles, for those willing to be nonconformists. This is for people who are ready to become radical disciples of Christ.
Curiosity Killed the Cat—Or Did It?

As we thirst to launch ourselves into that ‘real’ faith, we often encounter something the world frowns upon and in doing so makes us overly uncomfortable. What is this unforgiving feeling that haunts us? Curiosity. We are filled with a curiosity to know God more, and because of the implantations of society into our minds, we frown upon that ourselves and refuse to ask questions. Questions—duh—make us look stupid, embarrass us, and force us to bathe in our seeming ‘stupidity’. But while the world looks down on curiosity, Jesus adores it. Thomas ‘the Doubter’ should have been called Thomas ‘the Curious’ because he had to see Jesus for himself before naively assuming the Savior to have risen from the dead. Did Jesus scorn him for his curiosity? No! He walked right up to him and said, “Put your fingers here and see my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” (John 20:27  NLT) God will not back down from your questions, but accepts them smiling and with arms wide open. We should not be afraid of curious questions—God loves to answer them more than we could imagine. If faced with doubt while working to ‘reunite’ or ‘strengthen’ or ‘advance’ our faith, questions are not a stumbling block, but a tool. We must lift our questions up to God and patiently wait for his reply!

Abandoning EVERYTHING

We must turn our eyes from seeing Jesus as a quiet little guy who sings hymns and praises all day long. Jesus was a rule breaker. He went against the grain of his time; he defied the authorities with power, and he claimed himself to be God! He touched those who were not to be touched, he worked on the Sabbath, a day when you were not supposed to work, he claimed to be God, punishable by death. Whoa! All of us have an insane urge for revolution; it’s no wonder Jesus got so many followers! He was breaking the rules and going into metaphorical combat with the leaders of the day! What excitement! If someone amazing began a revolution, and we joined, would we continue if the leader started demanding suicide runs against the government? No! So when Jesus claimed himself to be God—a claim punishable by death—his followers swooned, and many left him. Jesus wasn’t just a rule breaker—he was the extremist rule breaker! Jesus was a radical, a danger, a threat to society! But yet, while many turned away, others stayed. When Jesus asked why they weren’t leaving him, they replied: Where else could we go? You have the answers to eternal life! (John 6:68). While many abandoned him, others didn’t sway, and stood steadfast by Jesus’ side. Why? Because he had the answers to eternal life; because he was sheer truth. They abandoned everything they had and followed him, knowing the road ahead would bring peril, being filled with fear, but putting trust in Jesus, just as we should. Jesus was a rule breaker; he made people uncomfortable; but salvation is only found in this wild warrior! We need to abandon everything and follow him! We must forget our friends, family, hobbies, enjoyments, jobs, salaries, safety—everything means everything. Drop what you’re doing and follow Jesus. What is recorded numerous times in the 12 Disciples following Jesus? They dropped everything and followed him! And look how God used them!

Breaking Rules for Jesus

In abandoning everything to follow Jesus, we have no choice but to mirror his footsteps! Jesus did not sin, wasn’t afraid to shout the truth, and broke laws and regulations to help others and fulfill God’s wondrous plan. When we surrender our lives completely over to God, the urge to back down and cower in fear is often overpowering, but we must not be afraid of fear, and must be willing to break the laws set by humans, but respecting and keeping the laws set by the Rule Maker God! Many times this means breaking the worldly rules to do God’s will, and when we push past the barriers of regulations, things can get a little hectic and—admittedly—pretty intimidating! Jesus will show us down a path he has paved for our lives, a path that will undoubtedly cross with the treading of conflict. When this happens, we—modeling Jesus, our Savior, Master and Best Bud—mustn’t fear going against the grain and breaking a few human rules as long as we stick to the holy, sacred laws set up by God. Jesus constantly broke the laws and regulations—as expressed above—and as being bred in the likeness of Jesus and as his blood has saved us, we are expected to do the same when necessary for the pleasing of God. What’s worse: breaking human laws or breaking God’s laws?

Conforming to Unconformity

The Scriptures declare it necessary—not only helpful—to not conform to this world. Christians, in following the greatest revolutionary, must follow in his footsteps! Jesus did not conform to this world or its laws, or even to its expectations! He raised the dead, made the blind see, the mute speak, the deaf hear! He made the crippled walk!  Jesus did miraculous and astounding things, going against the grain and tide of the day. When others worshipped God, Jesus accepted worship and claimed to be God! He said he could rebuild a destroyed temple in three days! People thought the Messiah would come to rule with a sword—but Jesus came not merely to rule, but to die! As Christians, we, too, must shake the world. We must not conform to the ever-growing cultural consensus that it’s okay to sin; we must not conform to the world’s measure of what is success, what is to be valued, but stick to God’s measure of success and worth. If the authorities order us to renounce Jesus, we ought to disobey and break the law and praise his awesome name! We must sacrifice ourselves for others, for God—we need to see others as better than ourselves and treat them as such. We must become servants, not the served; we are here to serve, not be served. When God leads us to do things beyond peoples’ expectations and understanding, don’t hesitate—even if he asks you to become an astronaut, or—scarily—a minister in Iran! If God moves us to lie down in worship, to stand and lift our arms, to scream his name, hold nothing back! If God tells us to pray when society—and maybe other Christians—say we ought not to, pray! If God calls us to worship him in a street corner, hold nothing back! Don’t worry about what other people think—what will God think if you don’t respond to his calling for your life? Don’t be a conformist, but a nonconformist. Be wild and crazy for Jesus! 

The Myth of Legalized Christianity

“I don’t want God. I don’t want my life to be a big lists of checkmarks and a book of dos and don’ts.” So goes one of the greatest hindrances to people accepting the cool forgiveness and love of Jesus: who would want to accept a God who turns a fast-paced, exciting life into a dull, sluggish and otherwise drab one? Nobody. People in general see Christians—and Christianity in general—as a bunch of pious, religious folk who follow a big list of dos and don’ts. The beauty of it is, it’s all a misconception, and Christians who declare that the only way to get into the Kingdom of Heaven is through doing good things and staying away from the bad isn’t helping the situation much. The first misconception is that Christians are pious and perfect—many “Christians” are bitter, spiteful people; and no Christian can claim a life of perfection (only Jesus can); no matter how mature or new in a relationship with Jesus, we still slip into sin and struggle. As I am fond of saying, Christians aren’t perfect, just forgiven; and we real Christians strive to follow Jesus’ example in everything we do. The second misconception is that Christianity is about accepting Jesus, then getting into heaven by restricting your freedom and following a bottomless checkbook of dos and don’ts (legalized Christianity)
. If anything, Christianity is freedom through Jesus. Jesus brought freedom from the law, freedom from culture, freedom from tradition, freedom from sin. Christianity is about Jesus and freedom, not Jesus and rules. We are free to pray whenever we feel the need or want to; we are free to worship at any time of day; we are free to tell others about God and salvation through Jesus; we are free to live as revolutionaries in a watered-down culture; we are free to be lights to this dark world! Do not let anyone tell you Christianity is a big list of dos and don’ts—it’s not. Christianity is about being real with God, about accepting forgiveness through Jesus, and about having freedom in this dying world. Does this mean we are free to sin and live however we want without even a thought for God? No! Any real Christian will feel a deep, inner desire to live for God, and will work hard not to sin and not to fall into temptation. While a daring and hostile statement, it is my belief (and God’s, whose belief is the equivalent of truth) that Christians who don’t live fully for God are not real Christians at all; God declares that he desires real Christians, Christians who are on fire for him: if you are not hot—if you are cold, or even lukewarm for God—you will be spat from God’s mouth on the day of judgment. 

Whispers in the Silence

God speaks—no doubt there! But how many times has God talked to us? Or, rather, the question should be: how many times have we listened for God? My youth group went to CIY, a Christian youth event, and it was revolutionizing for many of us. During the trip, we engaged in a quiet time—2000 kids deathly silent, just listening to God. God spoke to us, to many of us, for the first time: so many heard God speak to them, and for many the results were life changing. God speaks in whispers—he doesn’t shout or rant or scream. A song concocted by Third Day goes, “I thought I heard you shout, but then I figured out, that all along you were whispering to me!” God speaks in whispers—and a lot of times we don’t hear him because of the ‘noise’ all around us [family events, stress, school tensions, boyfriends/girlfriends, and most common: sin]. We need to spend time in listening to God, and we must be willing to wait for him to speak. As people—and I’m a living witness to this—we’re too impatient, and we get agitated at not hearing his voice. But God does speak to us all, through thick and thin, no matter what mush is going on in our dastard lives. We just have to listen! And in a life of wild abandonment after Jesus, listening to him is essential—not recommended, suggested or a good appetizer—for guidance, deliverance, and encouragement. So listen intently, and be patient. No matter what.

Responsible Irresponsibility

Living your life in fellowship with Jesus is an amazing roller-coaster ride. An undeniable passion explodes in our souls, and we feel God yanking us around. We feel his tugging, his prodding, and agree to go with his plans, for we know they are far superior to our own. Our passion—our zeal—for Jesus sends us hanging onto his shoulders as he barrels us through life. But wait a minute! We surrender to God, he does great things for us, and then—it just doesn’t make sense! Now God is being bizarre and maniacal! We feel God calling, we want to respond, but his urgings are extremely—well, flat-out, extremely irresponsible, extremely strange, extremely confusing and nonsensical in every way! Well, guess what? Irresponsibility for Jesus is our responsibility as Christians! When we ‘go crazy’ for Jesus and do for him what the world sees as ‘stupid’, we are truly in the realm of Jesus! He wants to do more with us—the passion in our souls leads us down a road pockmarked with confusion and rutted with irresponsibility. There is nothing wrong with following Jesus—no matter how many human rules you break, how bizarre it seems, what people think of you before, during and after; what matters is you follow Jesus—follow God—no matter what direction he calls you to, no matter what weird plans he has for your life. Don’t fear acting immature and irresponsibly, even if the threat of screwing up is looming over you like an omnipresent shadow. Sometimes Jesus calls us to act in ways the world sees as deranged, in ways the world sees as irresponsible or immature, but when God calls, we must answer!

A ‘Horrifying, Zealous Inferno’

Terror. Horror. Fright. Respect. Fear of Jesus, of God. Where has the time gone, the time in the past when we were scared of God? Because of a corrupt culture and watered-down faith, we have come to view Jesus as a stereotype, a dainty figure with a broad smile and sparkling eyes, halo twinkling above his neatly-combed hair; the Bible is seen as the Big Book of God’s Rules; the church is seen as a building with a gong, tainted-glass windows, red satin pews and burning incense, of prayers and chorusing monks bathed in boredom. What have we done? Jesus is not a stereotype, he is the Son of God, with powers and knowledge and grace beyond all our wildest imaginations; the Bible is the Word of God, filled with unforgiving truth and beaming promises made by our Creator, promises that will not be broken; the church should be intimidating and yet loving, open to the outside, taking in anyone who wants to join, the body of Christ. We should fear Jesus, the Word, and the church itself! Where has such fear gone? Our passion is a lukewarm belief when it should be a horrifying, zealous inferno! We should fear God not out of grim fright, but in awe of his power. We should fear the Bible not because it is condemning, but because its pages hold the truths to our complete salvation! We should fear the church because it is filled with God and his presence; we should fear God for just being himself! Oftentimes God works in strange ways, and fear will be our close neighbor. But fear only God, not the world, for God created the world. God’s plan for your life might be terrifying, but have faith and trust, for fear of God is the only fear that matters! Fear God—fear his power, his might, his knowingness, his control—and leap into the dangers of this world, attacking it head-on with the ferocious valor that Christianity must explode with once again!

Overwhelming Forgiveness and Love

There are people who believe that it is rules that get us into the Kingdom of Heaven, rules that reunite us with God. They strictly and sternly believes that if she obeys all the commandments—even if there is no real personal faith involved—God will save them because he has to, because, of course, they followed the rules. Well, I’ll tell you flat-out, they’re wrong. Our growing faith—as well as our salvation—does not revolve around good deeds or charitable actions, but on the love and grace of Jesus, and our personal relationship with him. It is love and grace from God that reunites us with the Almighty Creator, not good works; it’s the blazing passion in our soul that brings us closer to God, and gives us salvation. It is not the good works or cheery deeds that count, but our relationship with the awesome Son of God (good deeds—acts of love for both God and people—are trademarks of Christians, trademarks of lovers and followers of God; while it is not good works that get us into heaven, while it’s not good works that make us right with God, good works will come if we are truly in love with and following God; as Paul put it, faith without works is dead)! Good deeds equal nothing without Jesus. It’s the sheer grace that God gives us that bring us to his doorstep, and he opens wide for us the door into salvation! With his grace he erases all we’ve ever done, forgets it as far as the east is from the west, and gives us a second chance, and so much more. The love we have from God is not accessed by good deeds, nor hindered by terrible pasts. It is an unconditional love: it is unqualified, total unrestricted, unreserved, absolute love! Nothing we do nor have done nor will do can increase or decrease God’s love for us! His love ‘colors outside the lines’!

His love is so great that we can’t fear our past lives getting in the way; they are gone and destroyed, nothing but ashes scattered by the wind, forgotten by God—literally (when God forgives us of our sins, he literally chooses to forget our sins, and remember our sins no more!). Now we are free—truly free—to work for God and reap harvests of supernatural blessings! Satan will try to pull us away from God, declaring that because of our black past, we cannot be used by God. What putrid lies! At the extreme, God used a serial killer and murderer of Christians to preach the Gospel even more powerful than John the Baptist did! His name was Saul of Tarsus—also known as Paul. Jesus erased his past of wicked sin, gave him a second start, and used him to change the world! With God all things are possible! God can use any one of us in any way he desires! Our past is gone, and forever will be; we are a ‘new creation’, and able to live fully for the Glory of God! Don’t let your pitfalls, burnouts and dives into sin in your past slow you down for Jesus. He doesn’t remember what you did! You’re forgiven! Why do I keep stressing this? Simply because as humans we can never really grasp the very idea of this forgiveness: a forgiveness so huge, mystical, heavenly and complete that our past literally does not exist to God! He literally forgets! If we were to ask God now what we did three years back, he’d shrug and reply, “How would I know? You’re forgiven!” Being a failure, being a nobody, means bull with Jesus. He can change you—and if you let him, he will. You could be the next Saul of Tarsus, and change the world forever!

But you’ll need Jesus’ help, and you’ll need it bad. Coupled with his forgiveness and love, you’re halfway there. Just keep up the pace, push harder and harder, and keep your balance, so you don’t trip and fall; but most of all, cling onto God—cling to Jesus—with every step you take. You’re loved more than you can imagine; an intimate love that invades your soul and squeezes your heart. You’re forgiven, and you know more about your past than God
! Now you can truly stride forward… and finish the race!
To Be or Not to Be?

God’s greatest desire for our lives isn’t to “go to church” or “pray before every meal” or say “excuse me” every time you burp or fart. God’s greatest desire for us, his people—the goal every Christian needs to set his/her eyes upon—is living like Jesus. Living like a Jesus freak. Some people believe that God wants them to “do this” or “do that.” People run around saying, “God wants me to be a missionary,” “God wants me to go to this school,” “God wants me to go into Social Work,” “God wants me to study dinosaurs.” People are locked into the idea that God’s desires are for us to “do” stuff for him. I am not saying that they’re wrong—I am a stern believer that God could call us to be a missionary, to go to a different school or switch jobs, to get a degree in social work and help others, or maybe even do something as wacky and bizarre as study dinosaurs; or a mix of different things! But before God wants us to “do” anything, he wants us to “be” something. His greatest desire is for us to be like Jesus. As the annoying little tidbit goes, you can talk the talk, but can you walk the walk? When we accept Jesus, we have a two-fold mission: 1) be like Jesus—strive to be like him and model him in every way, and 2) tell others about Jesus, his death on the cross, and the forgiveness he gives. If there’s one thing God wants us to be, he wants us to be like his Son who paid the ransom for our sins.

Arming For Battle

So are you ready to follow Jesus? Are you finally convinced that being more than you can be is truly possible? Are you ready for a life that won’t only take you down the twists and turns and hills and drops of a roller coaster, but throttle you from your seat? Are you ready to face peril and dangers, ready to experience the thrill of following Jesus into the unknown, ready to break the rules and send the world into utter chaos? If your decision is ‘yes’, be prepared for a lot of feedback from others—feedback that, most likely, won’t be too good! We will be called ‘idiots’ by Christians and non-Christians alike; they will say we are stupid, immature, irresponsible and too idealistic. Well, guess what! Rejoice, because in the name of Jesus you are being stupid, immature, irresponsible and idealistic—at least to the world. In Jesus’ eyes, you’re a patriarch of the truth! The world jerks us back, scolding us; Jesus gently prods us forward, whispering encouragement into our ears as we teeter on the edge of normality, and plunge into non-conformity. The war will be grand and costly; you will be barraged at all sides with temptation; but your resolve must remain strong! Use the Armor of God (Ephesians 6:1-18), but here are seven more ‘weapons’ to help you in your race through life with God:

Prayer: Be sure to pray honestly, with truthfulness. God resents using ‘standardized prayers’ unless they hold significant meaning to you personally. I personally suggest talking to God not as a Spirit, but as a ‘Daddy’. He is our true Daddy, and he longs to hear our thoughts, our problems, our anger and our sorrows. Pray earnestly and honestly, and be prepared to wait on his timeline, always with the security of knowing he will answer.

Emotions: Do not be afraid of your emotions, no matter where you are or what you’re doing. Don’t bottle them up; it only stresses you out and ‘ruins your appetite’. Instead be free to express them: while sometimes, for instance, crying is embarrassing; it speaks louder than words ever could!

Ask for Help!: As humans, we are self-confident and prideful. To ask for help is to admit that we’re not perfect, and that naturally comes as a hindrance. But push aside all pride and self-confidence, screaming for help when you need it. Sure, it’ll be difficult, but it’s needed. Better to succeed in discomfort than to completely bomb out! Many of the people around us would love to help us out; God thirsts to lend a hand when we need some help!

Read the Word: God expressed his love for us and gave us a historical account that is known as the Bible. The Bible is God’s love letter to us—he tells through the writings of mere men (the Bible was God-breathed, not God-written) that he desperately wants us to come to him and be with him for eternity. Powerful love. The Bible is factual, error-free, and God’s revelation to all creation. He speaks through the Word, making it an extreme component for every Christian. 

Steadiness: Hard times will come. Jesus didn’t promise wealth and fortune. He promised a life of joy. Sometimes that joy comes in the darkest of places: becoming broken before God in peril, or surrendering everything to him in crises. But no matter what, God is there, and he overshadows us, through thick and thin. Christians aren’t perfect, just forgiven: we will make mistakes and jam ourselves into nasty messes. But rely on God and see your way into the light! Steadfastness in times of trouble is a tasty quality, a show of our strength through adversity, and is necessary to overcome the evils of this world.

Fight: It has been said that temptation is Satan worried about you. The moment we turn ourselves over to God—the very moment we surrender our lives to Jesus—Satan and his demons wage a secret war against us, wringing temptation into our lives to pull us from God (everyone, Christian or not, suffers physical temptation—temptation brought on by our own sinful desires and addictions; we must fight physical and spiritual temptations). Fight! Fight against the temptation, fight against the demons and the devil! A war surrounds us—a war against Christians. It is being fought in the streets, in our homes, in our minds and souls. It is real. It’s here. And it’s angrily fighting against all Christians, mature and new, all across the planet!

Be Prepared: Be ready for God to do great things through you. God has a plan for each and every one of us: we must surrender completely to his plans and wills for our lives; this is the essence of surrendering all for God. He will call us to wild and unimaginable things, things we cannot even begin to understand; but God can do everything, no matter how big or small it appears in our eyes. Trust in him, and he will direct your paths. Be prepared. God’s gonna move this world. Through people like you.

Christians on a rampage for the truth, I believe, are the rebels of the greatest revolution!
� Legalized Christianity is a distortion of real Christianity. Legalized Christians believe Christians are those who live by a long list of dos and don’ts; they believe God’s favor is earned through good works. Legalized Christianity tends to make God’s love something to earn, not something to accept freely. This sort of thinking actually turns the Good News into Bad News! 


� [metaphorical pun intended].





