
Enter the Core:

Loving God & Loving Others
“I like your Christ, but I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.” – Mahatma Gandhi

Interviews were conducted at secular campuses across the nation. Throwing questions at students, hoping for honest and sincere answers, the interviewers discovered something that was shocking and profound. When asked, “What comes to your mind when you hear the name Jesus?” students lit up with smiles.

“Jesus was beautiful.”

“I want to be like Jesus.”

“Jesus was a liberator of women.”

“I’m all about Jesus.”

“I want to be a follower of Jesus.”

“Jesus was enlightened and had higher truth.” 

Students, more than ever, are eager to talk about Jesus. Students love Jesus. Even those who know nothing about him are filled with joy at his very name! Students on secular campuses beam at the name of Jesus, maybe even more-so than students at college universities. This is wonderful and shocking. Now the story takes a twist.

The interviewers asked, “What comes to your mind when you hear the word Christian?” 

Faces fell. Scowls burnt sores. Eyes narrowed and enflamed. 

“Christians have taken the teachings of Jesus and really messed them up.”

“I would want to be a Christian, but I have never met one.”

“Christians are dogmatic and close-minded.”

“Christians are supposed to be loving, but I’ve never met any who are.”

“Christians should be taken outside and shot.” 

What’s going on here! Teenagers are excited and pumped about Jesus, but are completely turned off by those who claim to follow him! Don’t let us forget what one person said, “Christians are supposed to be loving, but I’ve never met any who are.” No wonder someone suggested Christians be taken outside and shot! Let’s face the rugged truth. Most Christians are fakes, hypocrites, condemners, devoid of the real and authentic love of Jesus our Christ! We can criticize and point fingers all we want, but won’t the criticism come around full-circle? Look at the media! On TV or in the movies, Christians appear to be idiotic, un-learned, foolish clowns parading against this and that and screaming louder and louder for everyone to convert to their point-of-view. Where is the love in that? Howard Stern said, “We are under siege from religious zealots and nuts… mostly Christians, so-called Christians. I’m talking about those hell-bent, holy rollers that sit around and try to control the country, the ones that are against abortion… Those nuts. Those wackos.” 

Sometimes I am ashamed to call myself a Christian.

What have we done with this gift of grace from God? We have patented it, marketed it, and offered it up for sale. We have turned what is sacred into a petty slogan. Not through cheap labor or dimmed wits, but simply because we have forgotten—no, ignored—a plea from the Son of Man. A plea for us to love.

When the Pharisees had heard how [Jesus] had bested the Pharisees, they gathered their forces for an assault. One of their religion scholars spoke for them, posing a question they hoped would show him up: “Teacher, which command in God’s Law is the most important?” Jesus said, “’Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence.’ This is the most important, the first on any list. But there is a second to set alongside it: ‘Love others as well as you love yourself.’ These two commands are pegs; everything in God’s Law and the Prophets hang from them.” – Matthew 22:34-40, The Message
What does it mean to love God? Make God the center of your life. Live in worship to God. Worship, in the essence of the word, is “kissing toward” God. Worship is not just music and dance and art. Worship is Life. Worship forgets itself. Worship is daily living in the presence of God, running after God, living your life for God. Worship is loving God. Loving God is an intimate and close relationship.

What does it mean to love others? Humility. Servant-hood. Care. Compassion. Giving help when needed. If you see a brother in need, help them. Give money to the poor. Feed the hungry. Fight for the oppressed. A love that is not feeling, but action. A love that doesn’t find its home in our words, but in our lives played out in the ages that we live. This love is not necessarily an “intimate” love. Not everyone clicks with everyone else. We don’t make friends with everyone we meet. We all have enemies. But we are called to love everyone, even our worst enemies. This is godly love. Love that is Right, True, Godly, Just, Pure and Merciful. A love we show towards others.

“Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way I [Jesus] loved you, you love one another. This is how everyone will recognize that you are my disciples—when they see the love you have for each other.” – John 13:34, 35, The Message
How do you tell an authentic Christian from a fake one? In the words of Jesus, “the love you have for each other.” The mark of a real Christian is their love for those they meet in day-to-day life, especially those brothers and sisters they have in Jesus Christ. People notice something when you love everyone no matter what—it makes their minds spin, and they try to figure out just what in the world is going on. Are you ‘marked’? Are you marked by your love towards others? This is hardcore. Jesus commands us to love others. Are you loving?

If anyone boasts, “I love God,” and goes right on hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, he is a liar. If he won’t love the person he can see, how can he love the God he can’t see? The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people. You’ve got to love both. – 1 John 4:20, 21, The Message
Walk into any Christian gathering, and you hear the gossip. You hear the backstabbing. It makes you want to vomit. When I gave this message to a small band of twenty people, right beforehand a pair of them were ranting on and on about how they hate someone they know. I saw their jaws drop and their Adam’s apples bob when they heard this verse. It hits hard. How can we claim to love and follow God if we don’t love others? How can you go against the grain and with the grain at the same time? It is impossible! In the same way, you are a liar if you say you love God, but go on hating others. Jesus says we have to love both. It’s just the way it is. Love doesn’t mean we have to get along with everyone. It doesn’t mean we have to like everyone. Everyone has a person or two they dislike. But it doesn’t mean we deny them the love that Jesus didn’t deny us. Love on them. Care for them. This is what Jesus calls us to do. If you hate a brother or sister in Jesus, then you are a liar, and the love of God is not in you. Maybe it’s time to shoot down the hatred you have for another, and instead show them the love of Jesus? Maybe it is time to get stamped by your love for others?

If someone claims, “I know him well!” but doesn’t keep his commandments, he’s obviously a liar. His life doesn’t match his words. But the one who keeps God’s word is the person in whom we see God’s mature love. This is the only way to be sure we’re in God. Anyone who claims to be intimate with God ought to live the same kind of life Jesus lived. – 1 John 2:4-6, The Message

Anyone can claim to be a follower of God. Anyone can form together words and spit them out. But the truth in our words isn’t found in words, but actions. If we claim that we know God well, but don’t keep his commandments, once again, we are liars. Our life doesn’t match our words! A genuine follower not only says he follows a leader, but actually follows that leader. So it is with God, in all aspects, including the greatest commandment: love your neighbor as yourself. We can all claim intimacy with God. But if we do, watch out. Are we marked by our love towards others? This is the only way to be sure we’re in God. John adds, “we ought to live the same kind of life Jesus lived.” What kind of life did Jesus live? A life of love.

What kind of love does Jesus show us on the cross? Sacrificial love. Lying down his life for his friends. The Last Supper. Low candles. Open windows. Maybe it is raining outside. The disciples shiver. Jesus looks into their eyes, one-by-one, going around the low table. 

“This is my command: Love one another the way I loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put your life on the line for your friends. You are my friends when you do the things I command you. I’m no longer calling you servants because servants don’t understand what their master is thinking and planning. No, I’ve named you friends because I’ve let you in on everything I’ve heard from the Father. 

“You didn’t choose me, remember; I chose you, and put you in the world to bear fruit, fruit that won’t spoil. As fruit bearers, whatever you ask the Father in relation to me, he gives you.

“But remember the root command: Love one another.” 

- John 15:11-17, The Message
This is how we’ve come to understand and experience love: Christ sacrificed his life for us. This is why we ought to live sacrificially for our fellow believers, and not just be out for ourselves. – 1 John 3:16, The Message
Jesus is adamant: Love one another! Just as Christ sacrificed his life for us, so are we to sacrifice ourselves for our brothers and sisters in God. In America, not many are killed for their faith in Jesus. Not many have the chance to take a bullet for a friend. This doesn’t mean we ignore this Scripture and jump to the next. So much is to be said. 

This is why we ought to live sacrificially for our fellow believers, and not just be out for ourselves.
Because of what Jesus did for us, we are given the task of sacrificing ourselves for others. Sacrifice our time. Sacrifice our comfort. Sacrifice our desires. Sacrifice our bed. Sacrifice our advantages. Sacrifice our careers. Sacrifice our money. Sacrifice everything we hold sacred and close. And, if we must, sacrifice our lives, just as Jesus sacrificed his life—his All and Everything—for us upon the cross. 

Anyone who claims to be intimate with God ought to live the same kind of life Jesus lived. – 1 John 2:6, The Message

We are to live like Christ. Christian literally means “Christ like,” or “to be like Christ.” The early Christians didn’t hold it as just a title. They held it as a noble right. A right to live like their Savior. Not an opportunity, but a privilege. A privilege to be taken into the arms of God and given the right to live in the footsteps of God incarnate. How did Jesus show love not only on the cross, but in his day-to-day life?

Forgive others—“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they are doing!”

Care for those in need, and help—Jesus feeding the hungry, healing the sick and demon-possessed

Accept the untouchables—Jesus went to the prostitutes, the tax collectors, rejected ethnic groups

Listen to others—Jesus listened to and cared for the woman at the well (John 4)

Care not for reputation—Jesus set his reputation to the slaughter with the unruly crowds he hung out with

Speak truth no matter what—“Are you the Christ?” Life or death? “It is as you say.”

Serve others—“For the Son of Man came to serve, not to be served.”

Jesus’ life is the extreme and unbelievable offering of love. Jesus went where love hadn’t gone. He touched those only love would touch. His heart broke for those whom only love could love. He reached out and accepted those the world rejected. As a Church—big “C”, the Body of Christ, not the institution of man, we are called to love and accept others. We are called to reach out to the lost. How can we claim we are doing this—how can we claim this and not be hypocrites—if we don’t reach out to the sleazy businessmen, the smelly construction workers, the terrorists, the homosexuals and lesbians and whores? How can we say this if we don’t reach out the preps and jocks and nerds and ditzes in our schools, even if we don’t get along all that well? How can we say this if we judge others based on sexual preference, whether they are baptized, whether they are Catholic or Protestant, in the wrong ethnic group, or look and act different? 

We need to love those who look so lost that they can never find Jesus—because we were in their position once, and just as God called us, He calls them.

How can we love those we have made fun of or have held grudges against?

How can we change the way we ‘look’ at those untouchables in our own lives?

Turn from judgment and criticism to compassion and love.

What are some ways we, as individuals, can love those in our homes? In our workplace? In our schools? In our communities? In our churches?

What are ways we, as an assembly of believers in Jesus, can love others?

My dear children, let’s not just talk about love; let’s practice real love. This is the only way we’ll know we’re living truly, living in God’s reality. – 1 John 3:18, The Message
Let’s really love. The worst thing that could happen is we live here today, hear the truth, but not act on it. Continue hating. Continue despising. Continue walking in a path of darkness devoid of the light of love that Jesus has shown us. Let’s stop talking now. Let’s start really loving. Let’s end the hypocrisy. 

The love we’re called to lavish on others is not a “fall-into” love. It is not a love that flows with our emotions. It is a love that is willpower. A love that is not so much a gut feeling, but an action that exists in our day-to-day life.

Are you ready as an individual to reach out and love others, no matter what?

Are we ready as the Body of Christ, as the Bride of the Messiah, to stop being hypocrites and to reach out and really love others?

Remember: how you love others is how you love God!
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